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Chapter 12

Throughout its career, the band held marching drills which pre-
pared it for parades and appearances at football games. Usually these
marching drills were held in the morning before school, and were an
important factor in selling the band’s work to the public, many of whom
seldom came to the band’s concerts.

On many occasions when some other school band came to Lenoir
to play at football games, or when the Lenoir band went out of town
to do the same thing, the two band directers would plan a combined
show using both bands at once, and each band practiced its shave of
the show at home. On the day of the football game, the visiting band
would come early, and the two bands would rehearse their combined
show together to perfect their performance. Obviously, this kept both
bands on the field during the half-time intermission or before the game,
and doubled the length of time each band was on the field. On one
occasion the combined bands of Shelby, Morganton, and Lenoir put
three bands on the field at once, all playing their parts combined at
the half-time show.

There was considerable rivalry in the Lenoir Band to hold the posi-
tions of dram major or majorettes. Try-outs for these positions were
made competitively to select the most skilled and graceful performers.

In order to aid in the marching band effort, the director pur-
chased a sixteen-millimeter camera. At all the band’s public appearances
for several years, movies were made and later exhibited to the band
so they could see just how they looked to the audience, and where the
kinks in the lines occurred. Motion pictures of other bands were also
obtained and shown to the band students for study.

The Lenoir band was marching and playing for foothall games in
Lencir or in colleges within driving distance, and giving four concerts
each year in Lenoir. Evidently, it did not interfere with their class work
in school, for band members did as well in classes as did their fellow
students.

At times the band could be of help in other classes. The Physics
classes nearly always came over to the Band Building to study the dif-
ferent properties of sound. The band played concerts in school assembly
programs and could play special programs for Indian music or Gypsy
music if desired. More and more band students were purchasing instru-
ments of their own, and the band was growing larger each year. During
World War I, the band was almost entirely of girls, as boys had gone
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to the military services or to colleges short of students which had low-
ered entrance requirements.

With an increasing number of bands desiring to attend college
[ootball games, there were usually more applications than the college
could fill. The colleges hit on the idea of holding “Band Days”, usually
when they were playing some team which promised to be less of a
“crowd-attracter” than usual. On these occasions, great numbers of bands
were invited to the same game. While this number usually prevented
much marching drill by the invited bands, it allowed the bands to spell
out whole words with their formations, where a single letter would
probably have been used when ouly one high school band was present.

The music for such occasions would be mimeographed by the col-
lege and sent to all bandsmen in advance, so that all would be familiar
when the selections were played. As the number selected was usually
simple and familiar music, there was little difficulty in keeping these
varied bands playing together under one director.

These trips to college football games kept the bandsmen quite busy,
and added to the prestige of the band as well as giving the members
wider experience. Among the colleges played for were the University
of North Carolina, the University of Virginia, Lenoir-Rhyne College,
Wake Forest College, Appalachian State College, and many others.

The Lenoir Band was the first band to play at the annual Shrine
football game in Charlotte. It is staged each year for the benefit of
crippled children for a hospital in Greenville, S. C. The Lenoir Band
played for this game each year until the great numbers of bands apply-
ing for the privilege of going to this game made it necessary for the
Shriners to put the bands on quota; thereafter, each band usually went
about every five years.

Another event which drew large audiences from Lenoir and filled
the band with pride was the concert given with Mr. Merle Evans, for-
merly the director of the band of Barnum, Bailey, and Ringling Circus.
Mr. Evans had recently retired from his circus position, and came to
Lenoir to conduct a concert of typical circus music. Ie also spoke of
the band in very flattering terms, and the concert was enjoyed by all.
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Chapter 13

The discipline of the Lenoir Band was proverbial and was usually
mentioned whenever the Lenoir Band was discussed. In attending the
State Contests, Lenoir was finding new problems in that many of the
bands in North Carolina were now conducted by graduates of the
Lenoir High School Band, and some of Lenoir's closest competition
came from these products of its own teaching. Competition was always
friendly but increasingly well informed and experienced, and the Lenoir
band teachers had to work very hard to continue their preeminence.

Lenoir was continuing to compete with large high schools with
several times its own student body in size and often from cities where
there were private teachers with profound ability. The students from
the larger cities could take private lessons, but in Lenoir students had
to depend almost entirely on the teaching staff of their own high
school, and this made the competition doubly difficult.

The State Contest in North Carolina was anxious to encourage
the entrance of younger, less-experienced bands. In order to do this,
the plan was changed from deciding the classification by the size of
schools, to six groups varying in difficulty, with Group I being the
easiest, and Group VI being the most difficult. Lenoir in every instance
played in Group VI, and therefore had to work very hard to earn and
maintain its high standing. The fact that it did so resulted in Lenoir’s
receiving the superior rating in the top classification for forty-two years
continuously. This honor continued as long as the Lenoir Iligh School
Band existed.

Needless to say, other bandmasters, particularly in North Carolina,

observed the Lenoir Band very closely, and copied many of its methods
and procedures. The band trademark already mentioned in these pages
was the one thing no other band could copy, and served to preserve
Lenoir’s identity in the things it pioneered in.

This trademark appeared on the stationery, the banners, the shoul-
der patches of the uniforms, and even on the buttons which the Lenoir
students wore. In addition, it appeared on many pictures and plaques
throughout the Band Building.

An ever recurring problem was to have all members of the band
in well-fitting uniforms. An exceptionally tall, short, or heavy person
often appeared which no uniforms on hand would fit. Extra uniforms
had to be bought to fit the unusual size of players. In time, three sets
of uniforms were required, one of which was never used out-of-doors
and was strictly for concert purposes. The other two sets were alternated
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for home football games in order to provide variety. Later, overcoats
and overlays were added, both to give warmth in cold weather and to
provide more flash when the Lenoir Band played for the same audience
many times in succession.
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Program performed for the Fiftieth Anniversary Concert
of Lenoir High School Band, March 3, 1974

JOHN D. MIiLLER, Director
MISS CAMILLA GRAEBER, Associate Director
DR. JAMES C. HARPER, Director-Emeritus
MRS. OPHELIA J. STALLINGS, Secretary

GUEST CONDUCTORS
COLONEL SAMUEL LOBODA
FORREST L. McALLISTER
BERNARD B. HIRSCH

NATIONAL ANTHEM. ... .. . e Francis S. Key

DAUGHTERS OF TEXAS. .. .. ... oo ool John Philip Sousa

Conductor — Dr. Harper

DHARMA ... e Samuel R. Loboda

Conducted by the Composer

FREEDOMS FOUNDATION....... ... ... .. Samuel R. Loboda

Conducted by the Composer

BUBBLING WOCDWINDS . ........ ... ... ... ... David Schanke

THE SCHOOL MUSICIAN ... ... . . o o William H. Beebe
Christopher Paul

Conductor — Mr. McAllister

INTERMISSION
o7

e




10.

11.

AMERICAN OVERTURE . ... ... ... ...... Joseph Willcox Jenkins
Conductor — Miss Graeber

THE RAMBLER. . ... .. e H. L. Booth
arr. by Edgar Thiessen

OVERTURE TO "CANDIDE". . ... .. ... .. .. .... Leonard Bernstein

arr. by Walter Beeler
Conductor — Mr. Hirsch

1812 OVERTURE SOLENNELLE .. .. ... ... Peter |. Tschaikowsky
arr. by T. Conway Brown

HIGHLIGHTS FROM "CAMELOT” ... .. .. music by Alan Jay Lerner
lyrics by Frederick Loewe
arr. by Paul Yoder
Camelot
Follow Me
I Loved You Once In Silence
tf Ever | Would Leave You

AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE CONCERT, YOU ARE WVITED
TO THE JAMES C. HARPER BAND BUILDING FOR
“OPEN HOUSE” AND REFRESHMENTS.
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Chapter 14

In addition to daily rehearsals in school time, each band member
in vacant periods in his schedule was assigned to a practice room in
the Band Building for individual instruction by the band teachers. This
provided time savings during band rehearsals as well as faster progress
for the individual students. A teacher of a grade school subject like
English or Math has all the students in class studying the same lesson,
and one explanation given to the entire class can meet each student’s
need. In band where the students play a variety of instruments, instruc-
tion given to an oboe player would be of little value to the trombone
beginner, and for this reason the individual instruction was a must.

On two occasions, the band played concerts during the convention
of the American Bandmasters Association, one in Charlotte and one
in Greensboro. In these concerts each selection was conducted by a
different bandmaster of the Association, and the band enjoyed both
the rehearsals and the concerts led by such distinguished musicians.

In 1974, the Lencir Band celebrated its Fiftieth Anniversary by a
concert in the High School Auditorium, followed by a dinner at the
Lenoir Country Club. Guest conductors for this concert included Colonel
Samue] R. Loboda and Mr. Forrest L. McAllister. Colonel Loboda was

conductor of the U. S. Army Band in Washington, D. C. Mr. McAllister

(son of the famous A. R. McAllister of Joliet High School) later became
editor of The School Musician magazine. Both the concert and the ban-
quet were attended by a huge number of band alumni and others who
came from far and near to help celebrate the Anniversary.

The Lenoir Band continued its top flight performance up through
the school year of 1976-77 when the final steps of the merger of the
Lenoir City Schools with the Caldwell County School System tock place.
The State school authorities had been urging such consolidations for
some time, and the State law provided that such a merger could take
place either by a vote of the people or by the two school boards mutual-
ly agreeing to merge. The people in Lenoir and Caldwell County were
not given an opportunity to vote on the merger, and the two school
boards made the decision. They consclidated the boards and let con-
tracts for two new high schools on the South and West portions of the
County, and turned Lenoir High School into a middle school to be
called Willow Street Middle School.

Obviously, if there were no Lenoir High Scheol there would be
no Lenoir IHigh School Band. Lenoir band members who had not vyet
graduated were sent to different high schools. While there would be
bands in the new high schools, they would not have the constructive

59




background of having worked together up through the grades, and the
new bands would have such a mixture of experienced and inexperienced
players, that it would require years of rebuilding before they could give
the performances and play the high grade of music which the Lenoir
High School Band had been doing.
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